
I live in the Washington, D.C. area and have lived here since 1973.  When I
first moved here, there were much more diversity in the radio stations here than
there is now.  All of the major universities owned radio stations:  Georgetown
University, George Washington University, Howard University and the Washington
DC University campus at Van Ness - all of these had their own radio stations.
These university radio stations are all gone now and the airwaves are all now
corporate, with the exception of American University which has a radio station
now - and did then - but it is an NPR station and doesn't reflect the voice of
the students.  In fact, there are no longer any radio stations in the D.C. area
that reflects the university student's voices.  Its important to know and to
hear what our young people are thinking and talking about - and that has been
lost.  The radio stations in the DC area cover only local traffic and weather
and sniper killings - everything else seems to be on a national basis.

This is a rant about the media coverage in the DC area in general:
If one wants to know what's happening in their neighborhood due to a zoning
change that means a developer is going to put up hundreds of new homes, the
result of which means the new homeowner's cars will flood the already
overburdened highways of the D.C. area - this news simply isn't covered at all,
by current radio stations, newspapers or TV stations.  If one wants to know how
hard it is for teachers, fireman, policeman, etc. to afford housing in this very
expensive housing market that information is sparse. If one wonders how many
homeless people there are in this area and if their numbers are increasing -
that information is not available.  If one wants to know the unemployment rate
in the DC area as opposed to other cities, that information isn't reported.  If
one wants to know what percentage of children in the DC area go to school
everyday in a trailer because their school is too small, this information is not
available.  If one wants to know the average commute time for commuters in the
DC area who must drive to work from all of the various outlying areas, that
information is not available (In fact the DC area's horrible gridlock problem
was highlighted recently but only in a national story comparing all of the major
cities gridlock problems).  If one wants to know how incredibly expensive
ordinary childcare is - and what a burden it is for young families - that
information simply isn't reported.

The airwaves of DC seem to be full of right-wing voices like Rush Limbaugh and
others like him, with no opposing voices or viewpoints.  National news is
reported by the media, but everyone who lives in the DC area who are not
important politicians, but just everyday people working for a living - our
stories and our problems and our concerns aren't currently being addressed by
our current media mix of radio, TV and newspapers.  We in the DC area need to
hear progressive voices, student voices, that offer a fair and balanced mix to
the overall DC area media equation.


